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KOONTZ REPLACES CHEESMAN
AS UM'S WOMEN'S CROSS
COUNTRY AND TRACK COACH

MISSOULA—
Former University of Montana track standout Dick Koontz has been named women's
head cross country and track coach, announced Grizzly Athletic Director Harley Lewis.
Koontz replaces Will Cheesman, who quit for family reasons.

Cheesman's family

had returned to Indiana this summer, and he decided to join them there.

Cheesman

had coached in Jeffersonville, Ind. for eight seasons prior to coming to UM in 1977.
He is a native of Terre Haute, Ind.
Koontz, from Billings, was a standout athlete both at UM and at Billings West
High School.

As a prep he was a starter in football, and he qualified for seven

events in the state championships in track in 1967.

He won three events and placed

in two others, and was named Billings West's Athlete of the Year in 1967.
He is a member of the record-setting UM 400-meter relay team, which ran a
40.2 in 1969.

He is also the Montana record holder in the prep 180-yard low

hurdles (19.0), an event which will no longer be run in the state meet.
As a Grizzly hurdler, he placed third in the Big Sky Conference in the
intermediate hurdles in 1968-69 and finished second in 1970-71.
A 1971 graduate of UM (B.A. in education), Koontz, who received his M.A. in
education-secondary school administration at UM, has several years of coaching
experience.
(over)
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He coached boy's track at Stevensville High School

in 1972-73, boy's and

girl's track at Anaconda High School from 1972 until 1977, and was a graduate
assistant at UM last season in track and cross country.
"I'm excited about the job," Koontz said.

"If you are involved in coaching

at the high school level it is always a dream to be at the university level.
It's a dream everyone has. "
"The University of Montana is very disappointed to lose a coach who has
the qualities of Will Cheesman," said Lewis. "He was an excellent recruiter and
technician, and extremely well-liked by the rest of the coaching staff.
"However,

we feel very fortunate to have a person with the qualities of

Dick Koontz on our staff, " Lewis continued.

"We have no doubt Dick will do

as good a job as Will, and look forward to our women's program to have the same
enthusiastic coaching, improvement and growth it has had in the last couple of
years."
Cheesman's salary would have been $17,100.

